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1. SECRETARY LAIRD IS5 DISPATCI—IING COLONEL DA;VID FARNHAM
AND COLONEL DONALD S. \ILRDHALL ONN 4 SURVEY TRIP TO VIETNAM TO
ASSESS THE SITUATION ON HIS BEHALF AND REPOP\T‘DL'RECILY TO HIM
UPON 'fH"EIR RETURN. BOTH COLO\LLS ARE PRESENTLY ASS '. NED TO THH
SECRETARY'S OFFICE. WORD OF TETEI L MISSION HAS BEEN RELAYED IN
MILITARY CHANNELS BY A MESSAGE SENT EXPLICITLY ON SECRETARY
LAIRD'S BEHALF BY ADMIRAL MOORER TO A.D\”RA L MCCAIN AND GENERATL
ABRAMS, TJIA{E TWO COLONZLS WILL ARRIVE ON OR AJ_:OU:I’ 20 JUNE., THEREI
CHARTER IS QUITE BROAD AND ENCOMPASSES THE SITUATION IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE PLUS A VARIETY OF MATTIERS RELATED TC THE POLITICAL
AND ECOI_\TOIVIIC SITUATION, ARVN LE ’\DE RSHIP AND THIZ STATUS OF THE
VCI.
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" PLEASANT AND LOW KEY. THEY WILL DO THEIR ASSIGNED JOB WITH

THOROUGH, QUIET EFFICIENCY BUT NEITHER IS5 DOGMATIC OR MAKES A

FETISH OF COMING ON STRONG. BOTH PROFESS A HIGI REGARD FOR

A IND I"-\.R"\TliA\/I HAS WORKE D FOR SEVERAL YEARS IN (JLOSE

.

CONGENIAL COOPERATION WITH

3. THE TWO COLONELS PAID A COURTESY VISIT TO HEADQUARTERS -

~ON 14 JUNE TO EXPLAI’N TIHEIR MISSION A'\D T‘}'CH_A'\TCE VIEWS WITH OUR

INDOCHINA BPRETHREN. THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN YOUR "\TA‘\/’"‘ “}*D WILL,
DOUBTLESS- CONTACT vOU SOON AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL. TLLY WILL ALSO
WANT TO CONTACT AND EXCHANGE IDEAS WITH YOUR BASE CHIEFS AS
THEY \-‘\’ANDER ABOUT THE COUNT.RYSIDE. WE SUGGESTED THAT ANY
CONTACT WITH STATION OFTICERS BE ARRANGIED AND HANDLED THROUGH

YOU., THEY OF COURSE DO NOT ENPECT AND SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN ANY

DETAIL;ED INFORMATION ON OPERATIONS.
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PAGE THREE -] ]
UNDERSTAN!DABLY VIEW THEIR IMPENDING ARRIVAL WITH A JAUNDICED
EYE AND ENVISAGE THEM AS A SORT OF MOOSE-LOWENSTEIN DUO IN
'UNIFORM. FROM OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THEM, PARTICULARLY COLONEL
FARNHAM, THIS IS DECIDEDLY NOT THE CASE. THEY ARFE, INSTEAD,
SERIOUS, WELL-INFORMED OFFICERS WITH NO PARTICULAR AXE TO GRIND
WIIO HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED i[_‘O SURVEY THE SCENE AND RENDER AN
HONEST REPORT. THIS THEY WILL EI\'DEA"\TOR TO DO. SINCE THEIR
FINDINGS WILL PROBABLY CARRY CONSIDERABLE WEIGIHT WITH THE
SECRETARX;, IT BEHOOVES US ALL TO HELP THEM DO THE BEST JOB
POSSIBLE, |
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